


re Oflene 
Mitted 
her,—j: 
ther y 
from thy 
48 much 


Ene, cop. 
M, states 
of it, may 
Mitalning 
of water, 
ain ther 
hologica! 
it in the 
thermore 
SETVE Lhe 
ntal pro 
ordinary 
Journal 


has pub 
me Cases 
as treated 
ner, He 
of gum 
sive plas 
carefully 
ayer of 


the late 
Congress 
which it 
yn whom 
pated by 
ed three 
0k upon 
only. 
ary seem 
| cases of 
» Frened 
ymetimes 
he same 
1 sever 
pss. 


re. M. 
ds large 
3 of ule 
| dracha 
twice, 
r fifteed 
vith suc 
of fou! 








THE 


VEDICAL NEWS 

















AND 
LIBRARY. 
VOL. Il. JULY, 1844. No. 19. 
: CONTENTS. 
CLINICS. De. Dewees Residence in Mobile, - - - 57 

&. George's Hospital. Clinical Lecture on foe deere «Le Oe sleve opit) lla 57 
hey Nicer » Lew teer" — ; Foreign Intelligence —Doreal Myotomy, + 57 
yox, sop B.C. Brodie, Bart Feigned Contraction of the Fingers, - 57 
unes. By Sir B.C. Brodie, bart, - = - ‘Pretended Anomalous Menstruation, + - 58 
SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS ‘ Pregnancy atau and Treated for Ova- a 
7 MEN OVE § rian Dropsy, - -_ - . >. «ee 

OF MEDIVAL QUACKERY. ‘Extensive Adulteration of Tea by the Chi- 

A Treatise on Domestic Practice: the part $ nese, : « ple icra hee eee 
sanctioned by Nature and benefited ‘Artificial Organic Bases, - - - - -« 5&8 
byScience, - - + + + «+ 55. Health of Workmen employed in the Manu- 

Is Quackery an Indictable Offence? - «+ 56) facture of Tobacco, . - « & 

QuackeryinEngland, - + + + + 56° Condition of the Pauper Population of Glas- 

MEDICAL NEWS. ’ : Invagination of the Intestines; Teac Passion a 

Domestic Intelligence.—Death of Dr. Otto, - 56; and Volvulus. By M. Raspail, - ~- 60 

WATSON'S LECTURES, - - - - - SIXTY-FOUR PAGES. 

CLINICS ’ was sucked up into the gut. At first he 


Belch ; was ashamed to send for assistance, but at 
P last his sufferings were so severe that Mr. 

‘s ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. Thomas was called in. He introduced his 
Clinical Lecture on Foreign Bodies tn the | finger into the rectum, but could not feel it; 
Nose, Ear, Pharyne, (Esophagus, Sto- by and bye the sphincter muscle relaxed, 

wach, and Intestines. By Sir B. C. ; and he could get in two fingers, and after a 

Bronre, Bart, ; time he could get in his whole hand. He 

(igxtLEMEN:—I mentioned, in my last ; could then feel the piece of cane lying ob- 

ecture, that foreign bodses taken in by the / liquely at the upper part of the gut, and 
mouth are not unfrequently arrested at the { withdrew it with ease. A circumstance of 
tectum; but there are other ways by which ° great interest, and one, I believe, first ob- 
hey may get in to the gut. Mr. Thomas served by Mr. Thomas, was the gradual 
as sent for to a gentleman who, being } relaxation of the sphincter under the pres- 

erally constipated, was in the habit of ‘sure of the hand. I have seen the same 
itoducing a piece of stick or cane for ; thing in cases where it was necessary to 
ight or ten inches into the bowel; until, by make an examination, and you will find a 
lie irritation it produced on the mucous } knowledge of this fact very serviceable, not 
hembrane, it caused an evacuation to take { only in hospital practice, but in private life. 
piace. This he had done for years; but one } When I first met with the cases to which I 
lay the cane slipped out of his hand and} allade, they puzzled me much, and I shall 
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be very glad to save you the annoyance I’ bladder. Mr. Thomas had a patient wh, 
experienced thereby. Persons who are in pushed a silver tooth-pick into the urethr, 
affluent circumstances generally pay great | thinking she had some difficulty in makin, 
attention to the state of their bowels, and it | water, and which was probably hysterics) 
is very necessary that they should do so, for ‘The late Sir Astley Cooper cut a woman fy, 





those who lead indolent lives are very liable 
to have very torpid bowels. Some of them 
are in the habit of taking medicine alraost 
daily. One old gentleman, eighty-six years 
of age, who can walk round the Regent’s 
Park, has taken an aloetic pill every night 
for sixty years. Another, who died when 
upwards of ninety years of age, did the same - 
thing, and I could mention many more. ' 
But with those who do not attend to their 
bowels, scybale form in the colon, pass on 
to the rectum, whence they are readily dis- 
charged, the softer feces passing over them, 
and more descending, the accumulation going 
on, until at last the rectum becomes com- 
pletely filled up with a great mass of har- 
dened faces. The patient suffers exceed- 
ingly, and he—or she, for it occurs more 
frequently in women than in men—has a 
desire to go to stool, where she experiences 
great pain, but nothing passes, for the bowel 
is blocked up with these indurated faces. 
You will be able to ascertain the nature 
of the complaint by introducing a finger into | 
the rectum, when you will feel the collection; » 
and the question is, how are you to get it 
away! By injections*’—they will not act’ 
on such a mass. You must dilate the’ 
sphincter, so as to be able to get several 
fingers into the bowel, and then, by means 
of two desert-spoons, you can get it away : 
gradually, and when it has been nearly all 
removed, you may use injections to wash 
away the rest. A good nurse will be able 
to do this, if you instruct her how it is to be ° 
performed. Until I knew how much the 
sphincter admitted of dilatation, I used to. 
find it a very difficult thing to relieve these 
cases. I employed a marrow spoon for the > 
removal of the collection, and it was always. 
a very tedious task. 3 
Foreign bodies may pass into the bladder. 
There is in the museum of the hospital, a 


preparation of a calculus, which was pur- ' ries. Among poorer people, these things 
chased at the sale of the late Mr. Heaviside’s done to excite compassion. 


) 


museum, and a section of which showed that 
it had been formed on a hazel-nut. It had; 
been taken from the body of a woman iors 
operation, and there was not any history of 


the case, but there cannot be any doubt that ; is not now convinced of the imposture. 


the woman had foolishly thrust it into her} 


urethra, and it had thence passed into the : with in the male urinary organs as well # 










what was supposed to be a calculus, by; 
which proved to be acoal. There can ty 
no doubt that this is often done during thy 
hysterical perversion of mind to which | 
have already alluded, but it is also occasjop. 
ally practised to get money from charitabje 
persons. A woman in the Isle of Wii 
consulted Mr. Bloxam, a gentleman why 
had been educated at this hospital, and had 


od | 
nakil 
ywe 
ne ¢ 


palf 1 


since settled there,-complaining of having, ” 
stone in the bladder. He extracted it with MM ra: 
the forceps, and she had another, and a thin, IM ,\is 
also, taken away with that instrument. Mi. 4 § 


Bloxam thought there was something cur. 









t int 
ous about these stones, and as I happened MM., »| 
to be at Ryde at the time, he showed then Hy ,: 0 
tome. ‘They were the common limestone, Min, ; 


cut into a convenient shape to be passed into 
the urethra. She made a very good trade 
of it, for several ladies had given her money, 
on account of her suffering so much. | 
brought the stones up to town, and had 
them examined by Dr. Prout, and they 
proved to be the common limestone, 
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People frequently pretend to pass calculi Bn the 
from the bladder, which have never been Hiway, « 
there at all. It is difficult to conceive why Hieeme 
they should do so, but I can only attribute HiRinsy, 
it to that perverted state of mind, as stated HM boy 
before, and which frequently amounts 10 BB houg 


insanity. A gentleman, Mr. Chillwell, who 
is now dead, brought me a wafer-box ful 
of what was called calculi—they were only 
bits of brick and pebbles. He then told me 
the case—a young lady, the daughter of a 
gentleman of fortune, all at once passed 
blood and calculi from the bladder. Her 
parents were on a visit at a friend’s hour 
in the country, when she was suddenly taken 
ill while at the water-closet, and these ct 
culi were said to have been passed. Thes 
were nothing more than bits of brick, pee 
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bles, &c. I could tell you many such sv lace t 
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A woul BiBone wt 

brought her child to the hospital, saying iio doy 
he had passed a stone from the bladdet. Bw ound 
which also proved to be a pebble, She s*ifwent 
money from a charitable lady who, I belies years ; 
un oth 

Foreign substances are occasionally 0 ihe: 
or a ¢ 








ent why 
Urethra, 
making 
ysterical, 
man for 
ius, but 
> can be 
ring that 
which | 
CASI ON 
haritable 
f Wight 
an who 
and had 
having s 
d it with 
d a third, 
nt. Mr, 
ing cur 
lappened 
ed them 
mestone, 
ssed into 
0d trade 
r mouey, 
nuch. | 
and had 
ind they 


s calculi 
ver been 
eive why 
attribute 
as stated 
ounts to 
well, who 
-box full 
rere only 


’s house 
ply taken 
hese cal 
1, Ther 
rick, peo 
such sie 
hings st 
- womal 
ying thas 
bladder, 
She g 
I belies, 
ture. 
ally m* 
3 well s 














































SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS OF MEDICAL QUACKERY. 55 


the female. A man came to this hospital | afterwards, a musket-ball was discovered in 
th symptoms of stone in the bladder, but : the centre of the bone, which had occasioned 
hich, on examination, was found to be the disease of the joint. At other times, 
sssilet to it. Sir Everard Home operated balls lodged in the soft parts do harm in an- 
4 him, and took away a calculus three or other way. A gentleman was shot in the 
nar inches long, on dividing which it was eye with small shot, which produced the 
nd to have formed on a flower-stalk. most horrible neuralgia. Some of the 
ne man was a gardener in the country, branches of the lenticular ganglion were 
od having a stricture and a difficulty in probably injured. A gentleman had a mus- 
vaking water, was accustomed to pass the ket-ball lodged in his leg, from which he did 
sywer-stalk as a bougie to relieve himself. not feel any inconvenience; it was then 
ne day it broke, and part remained behind, deeply seated, but by and bye it changed its 
..ifin the bladder and half in the urethra. I’ position, and became more superficial, so 
rated on a young man for a calculus, the © that it could be felt. It then caused spasms 
ucleus of which was a bit of wax. The pre- ‘ and fits of an epileptic character while it re- 

sation is, [ believe, in the museum. This mained in its new position, but by and bye 

olish young man, for such I must call him, it again shifted its place, and could no longer 

,a fit of folly rolled up the wax and passed ’ be felt. The spasms and fits then ceased. I 

tinto the urethra, whence it slipped into’ conclude that, when it became superficial, it 

ebladder, At the time this occurred he» pressed on some nerve, and then caused 

ison the point of sailing for India. Isaw the symptoms which I have mentioned. It 

sin, and advised him to remain quiet, and unfortunately was not extracted when it had 

atch the progress of events. Notwith- approached near the surface; when it again 

tanding my advice, he went to India, and became deep seated, and could not be felt, it 

turned to England in two years’ time, with | of course was of no use seeking for it. 

ne calculus in the bladder. A more extra- > (To be continued.) 

prdinary case, however, occurred to Mr. } 


Keate, I assisted him in the operation. A > 


yentleman, who presented symptoms of stone SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS 
n the bladder, was cut by him, and a roll of ; OF MEDICAL QUACKERY. 
ax, several inches long, was extracted. It; A Treatise on Domestic Practice: the 
emed that this monstrous blockhead got’ part sanctioned by Nature and benefited 
ipsy, and got into his head that he wanted’ by Science. Fourth and last series. By 
bougie passed; and, as he knew that’ Tuomas J. Varnen, M.D., [?). Gaines- 
‘bougie” and “wax candle” were synony- ville, Ala., Jan. Ist, 1844.—This is the 
mous terms, he thought it would serve the: title, in full, of a pamphlet of nineteen pages, 
me purpose. He accordingly got a wax’ which has recently been sent to us. The 
andle, rolled it into shape, until it was, I; M.D., judging from the tenor of the publi- 
tink, about thirteen inches long, and passed ‘ cation, must be self-conferred. At all events, 
‘on and on in the urethra, until it slipped ; the pamphlet displays quackery in its most 
together into the bladder, and there lay | unblushing and undisguised form. It isa 
oiled up in coils, ‘regular advertising puff of a secret panacea, 
Foreign bodies may also be found in other | written in a style which would lead to the 
pis of the human frame; a musket-ball, for | suspicion of the sanity of the author. One 
‘stance, may lodge in the body for years, ; paragraph we will quote as an example. 
nd do no harm. A friend of mine was; “This medicine throughout is on the 
ounded in the foot at the battle that took ; highest guarantee, that honour can ask for 


pice the day before Waterloo. There was | Mutual Rights, and must disarm every cavil 


‘e wound where the ball entered, but not of Ignoble Criticism. The highest quantity 
“¢ where it had passed out, so there can be} offered for the connecting link of Intermit- 
0 doubt that it remained behind, yet the } tents is forty pills, of which the whole num- 
“ound closed and healed, and my friend} ber may possibly be needed in one deep 


rent about to dances, &c., and died several } congestive chill. Cases of failure, even in 


‘a's afterwards of a disease in the brain. Intermittents, will occur, as valuable as this 


r\ other cases, however, it does great mis-; remedy in Congestive Fever—as all circum- 


{: young man underwent amputation ; stances cannot always be controlled, at all 


"4 diseased elbow, and, on examination} times, as I have had from this cause an 
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extreme case that was not exempt longer 
than five weeks at atime. It is in Conges- 
tive Fever that this remedy sustains itself so 
appropriately for further application in fe- 
brile disease, that gives hopes for its exten- 
sive benefit, on the least use of Mercurials 


and the Lancet, of all other plans adopted by — 


myself, and enables me to claim superior 
success to any previous mode of my prac- 
tice.” 


Without pretending to be lawyers, we may, 


perhaps, venture to say, that obtaining money ° 
under false pretences is a species of swin- 
dling, rendering the guilty person liable to» 
severe punishment. ‘This being the case, it ' 
is impossible any longer to escape from the | 


obvious conclusion, that pretending to cure | 
diseases for payment without treatment or 


remedies known to be more or less effectual | 


for that purpose; or pretending to cure dis- 


eases, known to be incurable, by the admi- | 
nistration of matters well known to be inert, : 
is to be held an obtaining of money under) 
In fact, the period has ar- 
rived when it must be determined, for the : 


false pretences. 


safety of the public and the credit of the 
medical profession, whether medical quacks 


are or are not to be dealt with as common: 


swindlers. We may also, we think, ven- 
ture to say, that causing death by the reck- 
less application of dangerous remedies, or 
allowing death to take place without admi- 
nistering remedies well known to be efficient 
for the preservation of life, is culpable homi- 
cide, and renders the guilty person liable to. 
the punishment provided for that offence. ' 


In other words, matters have come to such ° 


a pass that public justice imperatively de- 


mands a public vindication of the law and. 





DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 


-such doings can no longer be tolerate, 


Public safety and public morals must } 
protected against these scoundrels, and ther 
and their non-professional confederates 
puffers, touters, and scouts—must be ferre:, 
ed out, exposed, and punished. The chs. 
racter and interest of our profession deman; 
this. The public mind is becoming ever, 
day more and more poisoned with respect i 
the motives and conduct of medical men, 


one / owing to the contemptible state into whic) 
Is Quackery an Indictable Offence ?—. 


the practice of medicine has fallen by the 
toleration of such abuses; and, if steps be 
not taken forthwith to draw a marked |ine 
of demarcation between honest, uprigt: 
practitioners, and the vile herd of knaves anj 
pettifoggers who infest society, the pursuit 
must become the most disreputable whic) 
any man can follow. Much of course of a! 
this is to be attributed to the weakness, 
ignorance, and folly of the votaries of quack- 
ery, but it does not follow that any manis 
legally justified in taking advantage of such 
loss of mental vigour.—Dublin Med. Press, 
Jan. 31, 1844. 


Quackery in England.—Quackery, like 
sin, is very ancient. It flourished in ancient 
Rome, as well as in modern Europe. ur 
does it depend for its prosperity on the ign 
rance of the uneducated classes. The faith 
of that singular compound of folly and 
knavery, the world, is kept up by peers 


‘judges, and bishops, by clowns, operatives, 


and old women, who furnish certificates to 


‘the value of nostrums, and testify in favour 


of imposture, delusion, and villainy. In this 
country the sale of quack medicines has kep! 
pace with the “march of intellect.” Forty 
years ago they yielded an annual revenue 
the state of about 14,000/ In 1841 th 





an explicit decision as to what constitutes’ amount received was 50,000/. For the las 
homicide or manslaughter in cases where half century English governments hiv? 
life is lost under treatment professing to be} looked upon this vile revenue as more vill” 
medical. Needy desperadoes, armed with: able, in their judgment, than the health ®! 
dangerous weapons, are stalking abroad, and, ; the people, the prosperity of the regular pi 
in the open face of day, seizing on their vic-} fession, and the improvement of physic~ 
tims and sacrificing them to their necessities; ; Lancet, March 23, 1844. 

vagabonds, driven from their native haunts by : 
loss of character, wander through the coun- ; 
try committing every species of mischief} 
with impunity; and half-famished medical ; 


<> 


MEDICAL NEWS. 


abortions, despairing of a livelihood by honest ’ 
means, resort to the most revolting and dis- ; 
gusting practices to earn the sorry recom- 
pense doled out to them by the quack-fancier. 
We repeat it, that the time has arrived when ; 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
Death of Dr. Otto.—-It is with great * 
gret that we announce the death of Dr. Jott 
C. Otto, which took place on the 26th 1 
Dr. Otto was, for many years, one of 
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-ayeicians of the Pennsylvania Hospital, and ‘large towns of Scotland during the past 
if the Philadelphia Orphan Asylum. He ‘eighteen months, and it will probably prove 
was greatly respected by his professional ; to be the same disease. 
brethren for his honourable and upright’ Descriptions of the Scotch fever will be 
conduct, and, for a long period, he enjoyed : found in the Nos. of the American Journal 
, good share of practice. He contributed a. for April and J uly, 1844. 
jw interesting papers to the Eclectic Re-: a 
ertory, and to the North American Medical; Transylvania University.—We observe 
and Surgical Journal. About ten years. several changes in the organization of this 
since, he resigned his public appointments, ‘ school. Dr. Lotan G. Watson, of North 
and, within a year, had been obliged to re-; Carolina, has been elected to the Chair of 
tire entirely from practice, in consequence ; Practical Medicine; and Dr. Leonidas M. 
of declining health. He was about removing ; Lawson, of Cincinnati, Editor of the West- 
to the country to spend the remnant of his’ ern Lancet, to the Chair of General and 
lie, when death overtook him, at the mature ; Pathological Anatomy and Physiology. 
age of 70 years. : Anatomy and Surgery have been separated, 
| — ?and Dr. Bush, formerly Adjunct, is now 
Dr. Dewees’ Residence in Mobile.—Many ‘ Professor of Special and Surgical Anatomy; 
of our readers have the name of Dewees ‘and Dr. Dudley Professor of the Principles 
x intimately associated with Philadelphia, and Practice of Surgery. 
as the theatre of those labours which finally ; 
made him the first man in America, in his line, ; A : 
that they may be surprised at the head line ° FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 
of this paragraph. Jn writing it, I feel that; Dorsal Myotomy.—M. Mateatene, in a 
Iam but discharging a filial duty, for I was} memoir lately read before the French Aca- 
his pupil through the winter of 1805-6. It;demy of Sciences, states that, within the 
will be recollected that, after an apoplectic , past four years, 57 cases of spinal deformity 
attack a few years before his death, he emi-’ were treated by M. Guerin by myotomy at 
grated to this city, in the hope that its mild ; the Hopital des Enfans, of whom it is stated 
climate might renovate his crippled brain ; that 24 were completely cured, and 28 much 
and nervous system. He immediately be- ; improved, 4 remaining without amelioration, 
cae the consulting physician of the place, ‘and 1 dying. M. Malgaigne asserts that he 
and patients were brought to him from the; has been able to obtain information respect- 
interior, from Pensacola, and even New: ing 24 of these patients, either by personal 
Orleans. Change of scene and climate, with ; inquiry and examination, or from authentic 
these gratifying manifestations of confidence ‘data. He adds, that twenty of these patients 
in his skill, renovated his hopes, but failed | had undergone section of the dorsal muscle 
to restore either his former health or mental ; from one to nine times. They had remained 
power, While thus buoyed up, he engaged at the hospital from two to eleven months, 
in building a large and curiously planned ; the treatment, however, having often been 
house, high up Government street; and the‘ continued at their own residences. M. Mal- 
pupil who, like myself, may make a pilgrim- ‘ gaigne states that he has not seen one com- 
ge to it, will find the unfinished and dila-‘ plete cure, and that even the instances of 
pidated edifice inhabited by four poor fami-; amelioration are problematical. From his 
lies, with a school of eight little girls—Dr.; examination of the patients, he even doubts 
Drake, in West. Journ. ’ whether the retracted muscles were really 
-- : divided, and whether the operation is not 
Fever at Rondout, N. Y.—This disease,‘ one which addresses itself hazardously to 
Which excited some attention last summer,‘ overcome imaginary evils. The greatest 
“ems not to have been entirely extinguished | difficulty in orthopedy is, not to raise the 
during the Winter, and we see itgstated in‘ vertebral column, but to give it the solidity 
some of the papers that it has revived re-: which it wants by reinforcing its ligaments 
cently, and fears are entertained that it will’ and its muscles. The weakness of these 
ptead. So far as we can judge from the ; two classes of organs is so marked, so con- 
Yery imperfect history we have of this fever, ‘ stant, in lateral deviations of the spine, that 
It bears a resemblance in several points to! they may be considered as one of their 
“it which has prevailed in some of the ptincipal causes. Six years ago, having to 
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judge between different orthopedic systems,; Extensive Adulteration of Tea by the 
he condemned all apparatus for extension ; Chinese.—Mr. WannincTon, of Apothers. 
as only tending to increase the weakness of ‘ries’ Hall, London, has been lately engaged 
the ligaments and muscles. Dorsal myoto- ‘in an examination of tea. He finds that 
my was not then invented, but the principles most extensive system of adulteration js 
by which he was then guided apply equally ; practised in China, since the very numeroys 
to the new operation. It was a bad plan to specimens he has examined have been obtaip. 
divide a muscle in order to strengthen it.— ° ed from sources which render the fact of their 
Lancet, May 11, 1844. . having actually been brought from China in. 
_ disputable. Many samples are found not to 
Feigned Contraction of the Fingers.— contain a single grain of tea, being made up 
Dr. Mansnatt Hat communicates to the ‘entirely of other leaves. Green teas are fo, 
London Medical Society the case of a young the most part spurious, being manufactured 
girl, who, after venesection, was seized with out of cheap black teas. ‘This fraud seems 
flexion of the fingers into the palm of the to be accomplished with great dexterity, and 
hand. It was considered that the contrac- with the greater care the higher the price of 
tion might depend on the cicatrix left by the the green tea it is intended to imitate. From 
lancet, and the portion of cicatrized integu- . the common green teas the colouring-matter 
ment was removed—instantly the fingers may be washed off by agitating the tea mith 
assumed their natural condition. Again, at cold water and drying it, when it is at once 
the end of some time, the contraction re-’ converted into black tea without the leaf 
turned, was again relieved by operation, and ‘ uncurling. On examining it with the mi- 
again returned. A sham operation was now croscope, it is seen that a uniform whitish 
resorted to, the same beneficial effects re- surface is given to it, by means of what 
sulted, and, under the threat of exposure of appears to be Kaolin or porcelain clay, whici, 
the girl as an impostor, should the contrac- also, very conveniently adds to the weight; 
tion return, the hand remained natural.— upon this a yellow substance, mixed with 
Lancet, April 12, 1844. ‘ Prussian-blue, is dusted, hence the green 
— colour, which may thus be rendered of any 
Pretended Anomalous Menstruation.—-’ tint. Chemical examination detected the 
Professor Simpson related to the Medico-. presence of sulphate of lime, Prussian-blue, 
Chirurgical Society of Edinburgh, the case and a vegetable yellow colouring-matter, 
of a woman aged 40, who, for four years; probably turmeric.— Chemical Gazette. 
after having tumidity of the abdomen, from § — 
which she was supposed to have been preg-} Artificial Organie Bases.—Dr. A. W. 
nant, began to pretend to expel from the ‘ Hormay, in a paper published in the Phil 
uterus, at monthly periods, and when men-  sophical Magazine, has made a most elabo- 
struating, animal bodies, which have the; rate investigation into the basic substances 
appearance of skinned field mice, some of: found in the naphtha of coal gas. The very 
which were exhibited. She pretends still to ; close analogy of constitution between certain 
expel them every month, has tumid abdo-’ of these gases with the vegetable alkaloids, 
men before delivery, and requires and bears} renders their physiological effects a matter 
enormous doses of ergot. The case was’ of the greatest interest; nay, these effects 
noticed as one which had deceived many ,and that analogy seem to warrant the er 
persons, and which it was difficult to expose ; traordinary anticipation that all the vegett 
and detect. ible alkaloids, morphine, quinine, veratrine 
—- é&c., may ere long be made by some artifical 
Pregnancy Mistaken and Treated for ‘ process. 
Ovarian Dropsy.—Mr. Maceniss was call-} Dr. H. says of cyanol, one of these artif 
ed to a female, thirty-three years of age, who ; cial bases, “ Leeches are killed by immersict 
had been for some time under treatment for >in a watery solution. I injected into 
what was supposed to be ovarian dropsy. } throat of a rabbit about 0.5 gram. of cyancl 
On examination of the patient, Mr. M. found ; mixed with three times as much water; 
her in an advanced state of pregnancy—- ;a few minutes violent spasms ensued, 
about the seventh month. This diagnosis ;} companied by difficult and slow breathing, 
was in due time confirmed by the birth of a} and complete prostration of all power; the 
child.-- Lancet, May 11, 1844. pupil of the eye was dilated. On shakins 
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she foor the rabbit was seized with violent, than the inhabitants of the district in which 
spasmodic contractions, similar to those pro- they dwell. 
jgced on narcotized frogs. ‘Twenty-four’ At Bordeaux phthisis is rare among the 
. urs after, it had not recovered; the breath-; workmen, and, when it does occur, it makes 
is was still slow, and the mucous mem-’ less rapid progress than in others. At Havre, 
vanes of the mouth highly inflamed.”; where phthisis decimates the population, it 
When the eyanol is applied to the eye of an is so rare among the tobacco manufacturers, 
suimal, the pupil contracts violently. ‘that no case has yet been observed. At 
Another of these bases, Jewco/, was in-: Strasbourg no workmen have been observed 
ced in the same manner into the throat of; to labour under consumption, though it oc- 
a rabbit, but it did not produce spasms.‘ curs in their families and is prevalent in 
The animal, after throwing back its head} town. And at Morlaix and Lille it is much 
cunvulsively, was seized with a total pros: ; less common among the workmen than in 
tration of all strength, which lasted some’ an equal number of men in almost any other 
hours. The next day it had perfectly reco-; profession. 
ered, Further experiments are being made} M. Simeon thinks this innocuity of the 
spon the physiological effects of these bases’ workmen to diseases may be ascribed to the 
\y Professor Rau and others.— Lancet, May ; narcotic properties of the tobacco; but wishes 
ll, 1844. ‘ the attention of the medical profession were 
_ ‘drawn to the subject, as some advantage 
Health of Workmen employed in the: might be taken of this valuable property of 
Manufacture of Tobacco. By M. Simeon.; the tobacco in the alleviation or prevention 
—In France it is the government which has: of disease—Ed. Med. and Surg. Jour., from 
the monopoly of the tobacco, and it employs: Annales d’Hygiene Publique, Oct. 1843. 
{000 workmen in its manufacture. From: — 
the report presented to the minister of public: Condition of the Pauper Population of 
works, it appears that this trade is not only Glasgow.—Dr. Davin Smita, in an ac- 
not deleterious, but that those engaged in it; count, in the Edinburgh Med. and Surg. 
ure less subject than others to the prevalent Journal, (Jan. 1844,) of the epidemic fever 
epidemics, and even to phthisis itself. Thus, : prevailing in Glasgow, gives the following 
at Morlaix, where an epidemic dysentery } description of the shocking condition of the 
was raging amongst the inhabitants, only; pauper population of that town. It is not 
one or two were seized with it, and they ‘a little curious that, while the English pro- 
were men given to intemperance. They,’ fess such strong sympathy for the condition 
however, recovered, At Lyons, where the} of the slaves of the South, and raise large 
\yphoid fever was excessively prevalent, not} sums of money for the promotion of pro- 
oue Was attacked during 1842. The same: jects of at least questionable utility, they 
occurred at ‘Tonneins, where the influenza’ should shut their eyes to the far worse than 
attacked one out of every twenty-five of the: slavish and heathenish condition of so large 
inhabitants, Out of 286 workmen engaged a portion of their own population, and close 
in the tobacco trade only two were attacked.’ their hearts from all sympathy with their 
As to phthisis, the facts relative to the: neighbours and fellow-citizens. 
freedom of the workmen from that disease! «The tenements in which I have visited,” 
we stiiking. This is the more remarkable,’ says Dr. Smith, “are occupied from the cel- 
is the snuff-makers are constantly respiring lars to the attics, and almost altogether kept 
‘1 atmosphere saturated with the dust of} for lodging-houses,—many of them being 
‘bacco, These men are consequently fre-} more fit for pig-styes than dwellings for 
iuently laid up with catarrhs, but these are,} human beings, and, in not a few, the donkey 
N general, slight and easily removed. If and pigs rest at night in the same apart- 
they are frequently attacked, or are originally; ment with the family. The entrance to 
delicate in the chest, organic alteration of: these abodes is generally through a close, 
he respiratory organs sometimes occur, but’ not unfrequently some inches deep with 
even this is by no means common. The. water, or mud, or the fluid part of every kind 
‘scertained facts seem to contradict the the-: of filth, carelessly thrown down from un- 
ory that Workers in tobacco are liable to} willingness to go with it to the common re- 
— and they prove that the manufac-$ ceptacle; and in every close there is at least 
tobacco are less liable to phthisis} one of these places, situated often immedi- 
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ately under the windows of the dwelling’ treme points of the intestinal surface, oy 
houses, or, together with byres, stables, &c.,_ which the two extremities of the worm sha! 
forming the ground-floor; while the stench be applied. In fact, suppose that a lumbr. 
arising therefrom, in summer, pollutes the cus, thirty centimetres in length, extend ite 
neighbourhood, and, more especially, ren- | self in a pertectly straight direction along 
ders the habitations above almost intolerable. | the internal surface of the small intestines. 
The beds are variously constructed; some that it affix its head by its organ of appre. 
being merely a portion of the floor divided hension, and its anus by the two copulative 
by a piece of wood, kept in its place with hooks or processes, against the intestina! 
stones or brick; others have this space filled , surface; and that, this being done, it twig 
with shavings or straw, without a blanket or itself up, or roll itself round in a spiral form, 
coverlet; in other cases the beds are formed so as to bring its anus into approximation 
in tiers over each other, as in the steerage of with its head; it will of necessity happen, in 
an emigrant ship; and, in a few, there may consequence of this movement, that the in. 
be found a mattress and bed-clothes. Ven- testinal ring to which the head is affixed wil! 
tilation, even were it possible to be of use, be drawn forcibly within that upon which 
is never attended to; the inmates of these the tail is applied, or vice versa. In this way 
hovels being, to all appearance, perfectly should we have intestinal invagination pro 
contented to breathe an atmosphere loaded duced; that is to say, the one knuckle of 
with tobacco smoke, and the emanations intestine would be drawn tightly within the 
arising from total disregard to cleanliness, | other, somewhat on the principle of a glove 
Need [ add to this, that the inhabitants with ‘which is partly turned inside out. But if 
whom I have to deal are of the very lowest this invagination continue, the invaginated 
ranks in society; a few of them are labour- knuckle will, in consequence of the inflan- 
ers, but the greater majority are hawkers, matory action induced by the prolonged 
and beggars, thieves, and prostitutes. At contact, quickly form adhesions with the 
night whole families sleep in one bed, and, constricting portion, at that spot where the 
as there are several beds in each apartment, contact shail be most perfect. It might fur. 
several families are made to occupy it. Thus,’ ther happen, from the inflammatory action 
there are sometimes from twelve to eighteen thus set up, that the constricted portion 
persons huddled together in a space not more would be detached by sphacelus; and the 
than as many feet square; and fathers, mo- patient would then render by stool a poruon 
thers, brothers, and sisters, dress and undress of the intestine, which may be readily re- 
before each other, and also before strangers, cognized, provided its anatomical characters 
In short, of the moral degradation, grossness, be not entirely effaced by disorganization. 
and misery of these people, no adequate Here is a case of what would be denom- 
description can be given; a few, very few nated, in scholastic language, spontaneous 
indeed, besides the district surgeons, know : invagination, produced solely by the action 
the actual condition of the pauper popula-‘ of the /umbricus. 
tion of Glasgow.” } The transition from this state to that of 
-- ‘ileac passion or volvulus is simple enough. 
Invagination of the Intestines; Ieac Pas- : Imagine, in fact, a worm of a certain leng'h 
sionand Volvulus. By M. Rasrart.—Were rolling itself up, after having fixed its buccal 
it possible, with impunity, to introduce two ; apparatus upon the surface of the intestine; 
of our fingers into the peritoneal cavity, it ‘ is it not evident that this living ball may thus 
would seem an easy matter to entangle or } obstruct the passage of a portion of the small 
twist together the various folds of the small | intestine, or even of the large one, and so force 
intestine, to cause an artificial knot, or vol- | the feces to take a retrograde direction, and te 
vulus, and, consequently, to produce or dis- returned by the mouth? Again, if the lum- 
sipate at will all the symptoms of ¢J/eus/ { bricus draw together the two extremities of & 
Now, the lumbricus and the leech, by means knuckle of intestine, this may readily becomé 
of the double organ of apprehension placed ‘the occasion of volvulus, by the introdue- 
at their extremities, are enabled to operate | tion of another portion of intestine within 
after the manner of two of our fingers, to{ the ring thus formed, and the consequent! 
knot and unknot our intestines, or to pro- } strangulation which would be induced— 
duce invaginations, the length of which will ; On the Physiology of Health and Diseas, 
be governed by the distance of the two ex- Med, Times, June 1, 1844. 
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